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A Letter to 4 Friend, &c. 
ir; | | 


8 N | 

1 N your laſt you ſeem much concerned about the French Invaſion, and deſirous to 
know what I think may probably be expected from the Late King, ſhould he prove 

fo ſucceſsful, as to recover his Throne; and what Engliſh Subjects are bound in Conſci« 

ence to do, ſhould he Land in Fngiand, and demand his Right. | 


The laſt is a material Queſtion, but I wonder how you came to ask the Firſt, as if | 


it could be any Queſtion what the Late King will do, if he were reftored by Power 
to his Crown:Forl think it paſt all doubt, that he willdo as he did before, only in all pro- 
bability a great deal worſe: And you remember how that was; for Arbitraty Power 
andPopery axe of too great Concerament, and have left too frightful an impteſſion behind 
them, to be ſo ſoon forgot; and this will go a great way towards an anſwer to ycur ſe- 
cond Queſtion, unleſs you think we are bound to take King James, and a French Go- 
vernment, and a French Popery with him; which I (hal not eaſily be perſwaded to; 
and I believe, there are not many Engliſh Proteteſtancs will. 

But to Anſwer your Queſtions ditintly.. As to the Firſt, When we ſee what the late 
King James has done, what reaſon have we to expect, that ſhould he return with 
Power, he would ever do otherwiſe ? Is he more obliged now by his Proteſtant Subj: Rs, 
than he wat before > Can he make fairer Promiſes, than he did before? ls he lefs Zea 
lous for Popery,or grown more out of Conceit withArbitrary Power? Or will he be leſs 
able to make himſelf Arbitrary, and ſet up Popery when he returns a Conqueror * For 1 
tale it for granted he muſt conquer firſt, becauſe King FVilliaw won't abdicat nor fieal a 
way, and the Power that Conquers, will give Laws and Religion to the Conquer d. 

I know there are two Things pretended, as a Foundation for better hopes. Firſt, That 
the late King is now ſenfible that the Engliſh Nation will nevet bear Popery, nor Arbi- 
ttary Power, and that he has ſuffered ſo much by theſe Attempts already, that he will 
never venture the like again. Secondly, The great Merits of the Non-wesring Clergy 
and Geary, which will atone for the Church of England, and make him their ſure and 
- fat Friend, Patron and Defender, eſpecially if thoſe who have been too forward in com- 
plying with the late Revolution, ſhall expiate the Crime by an early Repentance, and = 
vigorous Aſſiſtance to reftore him to his Throne. — 4 
irſt, As for the fi7/#, there are too many Anſwers to be given to it, to hinder it from 
being the leaſt probable ground of Hope; though Hope it ſelf is, Nel incerta nomen, fo 
very uncertain, eſpecially when we gueſs only at the Incligations of Princes, that Lives, 
| 2 Fortunes, and Liberties, and Religion, are not to be yentured on it, agaiuſt former 

xperience: | 

ut to let that paſs, pray conſider whatthe true Import of this Argument is; for it a- 
mounts to this, that all Men will learn by Experience; that Men will not venture on thoſe 
things a ſecond time, which haye proved fatal to them once; that Princes will certainly 
forever after diſlike ſuch Counſels and Meaſures, ay hays already ſhaken their Thrones, 
and made their Crowns fall from their Heads, COLES ny 
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4 A Letter 18 4 Fritnd, 

No we may Fleuer our (elves with ſuch Hopes as theſe, which may upon ſome ac» 
count be called reaſonable Hopes, becauſe there is great Reaſon it ſhould be ſoz but yet {& 
they ſo oſten fail, that there is no Reaſon to rely upon them, The Repentance of dying 
Sinners and of undone Frodigals, who return to their old Sins again» if they recover their 
Health, or find new Treaſures to waſte, conſutes ſuch ExpeRations, Suffering rarely 
cure 2 vehement Love and fond Paſſion for any thing, which is the Caſe of old hibicusl 
5 — 3 _ no Man can be fonder of any Vice, than ſome Princes are of Uulimicad and 
\rbicrary Power. "> 
And when this is joyned with a reſolved and inflexible Temper, whie" ſcorus to vield, F 
. - andhad rather be undone a Thouſand Times, thanownes retra, or amend a Fault: 
' Such Mi-fortunes do but whet Revenge, and make them ſwell as a River does when its 

Current is Ropped, which flows wich a more rapid and ſoaming Stream, when it has 
once forced its way- | 


Eſpecially when Superſticion is the prevailing Ingredient, which 0 the Spirits, and 


raiſes imaginary Scenes of Glory out of the Leſſe of Crowns and Kingdoms : And what 
will ſuch a Prince if he ever recover his Throve aud Power, forfeit the Glory of loſing 
bis Kingdoms again, by deſertiag che Cauſe for which he loſt them before? No Man can 
certainly tell, how Superſtition will Act, nor how it would Reaſon : Eipecially when 
the Conſciences of Princes are under ſuch Directors, as will venture their Crowns for 
them over and over» to carry on their own Deſigns, and know how to Expound Provi- 
dence to Flatter Supe:rſticion., And then the Recovery of his Throne may be made 2 
better Argument, and a ſtronger Obligation to revive and proſecute his old Deſigns than 
the fear of loſing it again can be to make him deſiſt. | 

And to make this yet more demos ſtrative, with reference to the Late King, we ought 
to conſider, That this is not the ficſt Tryal he has had, and that this Conſideration has 
done him no good. 5 5 = 

He ſa w before what his Father King Charles the Firſt ſuffered, only for ſome Atrempes 
towards Arbitrary Power, and for meer Jealouſie: and Suſpitions of his fayouring Fo- 
pery: He loſt his Kingdoms and his Life, and his Sons ſuffered a long and hard Exile. 
Charles the Second indeed cook warning by this, and though poffibly he might be big 
with che ſame Defigns, yet would he not venture too far, nor diſcover himſelf too open- 
ly, for fear of Travelliag again, as he uſed to ſpeak : But King Janes had not Patience 
to conceal his Inclinations, till he came to the Crown; and that bad like to have coſt 
him his Crown, before he had it; and yet this was not ſufficient co caution him againſt 
thoſe violent Methods he afterwards uſed to advance Popery, which were ſo ſeaſonably 
defeated by the happy arrival of our preſent Soveraign, whom God long preſerve : And 


thoſe wha are ſo deſirous to try him again in Fngland, as they have lately done in Ireland, 


tocheir full Satisfaction, if they could try only for themſelves, ſhould have my free Con- 
ſent ta make the Experiment. ; | 
Have not the poor Iriſh Proteftants made it to their Coſt, even ſince this very Revolu⸗ 
tion, from whence, and from the Wiſdom he muſt needs have Learned hy it, this mira= 
culous Change in Him is now expected? And did they find any ſuch Change in him. 
unleſs for the worſe? And yet, if ever, then he was upon his good Behaviour, when he 
wanted their Aſſiſtance to ſecure his Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom, and to Recover his ocher 
Dominioas, And when, in Reaſon, it might have been expected, that, whatever Re- 
ſentiments he had, he would have chought it his Iatereſt to have treated ProteRants wirh 


gte ner Tenderaeſſe and Reſpects. But if the Neceſſit of his own Affaits could not ob- P 
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ſopcerning a French Invaſion. 
is fron what muſt Proteſtantꝭ expect, if he return with Power ? And though 
ame Proteſtants here in . eee not to be at all affected with this Experiment, yet 
bath made ſuch an impreſſion upon the Proceftants in Ireland, that they are for ever cu» 
| of their Fondneſſe, and have not the leaſt Curiofity left to make any further Fryals, 
Ie is pretended indeed, in Excuſe of this, that he was then under the Government of 
rench Miniſters and Counſels, under the Power of Iriſh Priefts and Papiſts, and ſo was 
ve at Liberty to follow his own Inclinations ; I ſhould be very glad of a good Argu- 
rent to prove, that he had better Inclinationr, But however, what Comfort is this to 
Froteftance, that he has better Inclinationg, but is not his own Maſter For if he muſt 
ever ſhew any Kindneſſe to Proteſtants, it is no matter what his Inclinations are + And 

n any Man imagine, That if the French King by Force and Power place him on the 

hrone, he will be I: {ſe under his Government than he was in [re/avd Þ The French King, 

novg many other wiſe Maxims, has this, I am ſure, for one, Never to make a King, 

ichout making him his own V aflalz and the Power that can wake him 2 King , can 
nake him his Slave; So that it is to no purpoſe to enquire what King James will do, but 
phat King Lewis will do, if King James returns? % 

Secondly, As for the great Merites of the Nan-ſwearing Clergy and Laity, I greatly 
uſpect, that neither the Late King James nor King Lewis will think them ſo great as they 
nemſelvesdo. Their Merit muſt contiſt either in their Principles, or in their Practices. And 

e wil briefly con ſider both. 

Their meritorious *rinciple is this, That the Rights of Princes, eſpecially of Hereditary: 
cinces,to their Thrones, are ſo Sacred and Inviolable, that as they cannot forfeit them to 
heir oundubjects by any Male- adminiſtration, ſo neither canthey by any Provocations, 
or by any ſucces of War, forfeic them to any other Princes: That while ſuch a Prince, or 
ay Legal Heir is living, no other Prince can have any Right to his Throne, nor muſt 


his Subjects owne and ſubmit to any other Prince, as their Soveraign Lord: 


Now as much as this Principle ſeems to Flatter Princes, and to make their Thrones 
zternal, lam apt to ſuſpect, that no Prince, who confiders the juſt Conſequence of 
hings, can think it ſo very meritorious; for it is a very dangerous Principle to Werk 
ad Unfortunat Princes, and an intolerable Reſtraint upon the Aſpiring and Ambitious. 
c is Dangerous to the Unfortunate, becauſe it lays a Neceſſity upon the Conquerour to 
ake away his Life, if he can, as well as his Throne, ſince he cannot loſe his Throne, 
ithout loſing his Life, though moſt Princes would rather chuſe to have them parted, 
han loſe both together; And how do they think King Lewis will like this Principle, 
which ſtands in the way of his Glory, and preaches Reſtitution to him of all thoſe Do- 
minions, whoſe legal Heirs are living; which teaches the Subjects of other Princes 0 
depy him Fealty and Obedience, and to Conſpire with their Legal Princes 2gainft him. 
doubt not but he likes the Pcinciple as littlea y he would like the Practice, and that our 
Noneſwearers would quickly underſtand, were they the Subjects of his New Conguelts , 
which God grant England may never be, | 
Indeed, how great a Complement ſoe ver this Principle may be thought to Prins, it 
can have no Merit, becauſe,though ic may in ſome junctures do them hurt, it ne ver did, 
Fa never can do them any ſervice, It never yet hindred a Revolution, and never can 
make one; and the Reaſon is plain, becauſe no Princes, and very few Subjcti, do be- 
lieve it, and practice upon it. Ta Prince have a juſt Cauſe of War againſt asother 
Prince, he wakes no Scruple, if he Conquers, to take his Crown; and the Subjects of 
ſuch a conquered Prince make no Scruple of Conſcience to ſu bmit to the Conquerour 3. 
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6 Leiter ton Friend, ... 4 
though ſometimes a perſonal Kindneſs for a juſt and Indulgent Prince, and a Concert 90 
ment for their own Liberties and Fortunes, may make them uneafie under it, and glac bey 
of the firſt Opportunity to do themſelves and their Prince Right. Mm 
Tue Truth is, Princes have no Reaſon to like this Principle; for, were it true, theyfian 
could have no Remedies againſt the Injuries of Nighbour Princes; they might indeedpy 
Fight and Conquer, but they had better let it alone, if they muſt not take the Throne, uin 
which their Sword has won; for it is only the Fear of Conqueſt , and lofing theid h 
Crowns, when they are Conquered, tha: can keep Princes in Awe, and bring them ta x, 
Juſt and Equal Terms: and if no Prince muſt loſe hi: Crown, becauſe no Prince mufl 
take it, it will be impoſſible to beat an Injurious and Obſtinate Prince into good Terms; 
and, | believe, Princes will as ſoon be perſwaded, That it is Unlawful to make War 
as that it is Ualawful co ſeize a conquered Crown; and will think one as meritorious 
Principle as the other wy 
Ad it is certain, Subjects have leſs Reafon to like this Principle, becauſe it make dn 
them Slaves and Sactifices even to the Mufortunes of chrjr Prince; A Prince, when hqclar 
is Conquer 'd, or ſees that he mult be Conquer'd, may eſcape by Flight, but a whol ed 
Nation cannot run away; and if they could, have no Reaſon to leave their Countryſam 
and their Fortunes behind them: And yet, according to this Principle, they muſt noTRi 
ſubmit nor {wear Allegiance to the Conquerour, while the Prince who bas forſakeituſe 
them lives, though they cannot Secure their Lives and Fortunes without it. But Naturq; 
and Common Senſe is too powerful forthe dophiſtty of ſuch Principles, and thoſe whq 1 
cannot R:aſo , can feel what they ate to do in ſuch Caſes. The Loyaleſt Subjectax in 
when no perſonal Obligations, or ſecret Intereſts determine them otherwiſe, will ſav pre 
themſelves by Submiſſion, when they cannot defend their Prince by their Arms; anqh im 
do not think they do ill in it: And I ſuppoſe Princes do not think ſo neither, becauſſagd 
they expect the ſame from the Subjects of other Princes in the like Circumſtances z and 
ſuch an Uniyerſal Conſent both of Frinces and Subjects, when there is no Law of Soqthe 
or Nature againſt ic, makes it a ſtanding Law in all Revolutions, which both Prince and 
and Subjects muſt ſubmit to. So that this Principle, were it never ſo true, can do nd n 
Service, and therefore can have no Merit in this World , becauſe there are ſo ſew tha Pe. 
believe it; that they are not hands enough either to keep a Prince on his Throne, of mit 
to reſtore him to irs All our Non- ſwearers could hot hinder the late Revolution, noi Pri 
can they make another: They are enow to make a noiſe, eſpecially if the Loud an- 
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Zealous Ladies of that Side be reckoned in; but other Hands and other Pretences mul 10 
do their Work, if ever they hope to ſee it done; and then no thanks to their Principle gz; 


for it. Whatever Reward their future Services may deſerve, princes themſelves wi 
not think that their brinciples deſerve any. | f 
Let us then now conſider the Merit of their Actions, and what Opinion the Late Kin 
is like to have of that, if he ſnould return. | 
I ſuppoſe, they will be contented he ſhould forget their Merits towards him, whil 
-he was on the Throne; eſpecially about reading his Declaration; as likewiſe the 
Tower and their Weſtminſter- Hall Merits; which were indeed very great, and did de 
ſerve and would have had a better Reward from a better Hand, had they notrendere( 
themſelves incapable of it. But ſure they dont expect the late King ſhould Rewarg, 
them for ſuch Services. He knew that this raiſed that general diſcontent, which occa 
oned that General Revolt. which coſt him Three Crowns, And if all their Merits 
Expiate this Guil:, they come off well; ayd thoſe had need be very Extraordinary Me 
; | xi 
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W Foncerning a French Invaſion, | 7 
ies, which have firſt fo great 2 Guile to Expiate, before they can pretend to Met it. 
rm Tould their Non»ſwearing reſtore him to his Throne again, it would but juſt undo what 
lady had done, which is no more than their Duty, and therefore cannot merit, no, not 
> much as a Pardon, though it may make them capable of it, if they fall into merciful 
heYHands, But Hill there are Four Years Exile, and the loſſe of Three Crowns, and the 
eG: pehce of ſo much Blood and Freaſure; the Diſhonour of ſo many Defeats, and the 
© »tuine of lrelana to be accounted for; and how can they make Reſtitution for all this ? 
egy hich chey muſt do before they can lay Claim to Merit. | 
e Letall this then be forgot, for it is their Intereſt it ſhould 3 but they are very ſanguine 
Men, if they hope it will. Whence then will they date their Merits ? F 
= | When it was certainly known, that the Prince of Orange, now our Gracious Sove- 4 
argaign, was ready to Land, they ſeemed as well pleaſed with it as other Men; and re- '2 
Auſed, when they were preffed to it by the Late King, to declare their Abhorrence of it; 
t, inſtead of that, took upon them to give Advice, and to publiſh it when they had 
ketones In which Advice they recommended almofi every particulac of the Prince's De- 
i ngclaration, compla ined of the ſame Abuſes, and adviſed the Calling of a Patliament to 
olcedreſſe them s 23 if the Princes Declaration, and their Advice had been drawn by the 
ryame Pen, and the Advice had been publiſhed on purpoſe to ſecond the Declaration. 
This, I ſuppoſe, they will not reckon among their Merits neither : And if they can ex- 
ken uſe what was ſo haſtily done at Guildhall, before the Late King was gone out of the 
ux and, they may very well be contented no more ſhould be ſaid of thats 
md The on y Merit then they have to pretend, is their refuſing the Oath of Allegiance to 
King William and Queen Mary, and forſeitiag their EcclefiaBica, Civil, or Milicaty 
WPtefermencs for it: But what is this to the Late King ? ls this done out of Kindneſſe to 
inqn im or his Government? Would they not have been contented to have lived peacably 
ulſ and quietly. as they themſelves profeſſed, could they have kept their Preferments, and 
aqa ve been excuſed from the New Oaths ? And how do they merit of him, by refuſing 
oqthe Oaths with the Loſs of cheir Preferments, if they did not for his ſake, but for another 
Hand better Reaſon, for fear of being Damned ? God may Reward this, but King James 
agi not beholden to them. Will they be better Subjects hereaſter ? will they read his 
ha Declaration, when he Returns > Will they wake his Will their Law? Will they ſub- 
Amit to his next Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, and give up their Colledges and Churches to 
NAPriefts and Jeſuits? Will they be content to take him the very ſame Man that be went 
away, and to ſerve him in his own way? Will they no more fill the Nation with the 
Wi noiſe and fears of Popery and Arbitrary Power? Will they turn Papiſts themſelves, or 
ple ſtand by patiently, and give lea ve to his Prieſts to pervert Proteſtants as faſt as they can d 
i Will they promiſe to demean themſelves with more reſpet towards the Kings Religion, 
and to leave off the ir old ſa wcinefle of Printing and Preaching againſt Popery? This in⸗ 
deed would bid fair for Merit, but if they oppoſe his Methods of Government, and his Glo- 
rious Deſigns, as much as they do King 1 > oh il it be only a Title they bog · 
ale at, if this be all that makes them uneaſie at the Change, their not Swearing does him 
no Service; He could have kept his Kisgdom upon theſe terms before, but he ſcorned 
7 it, and ſo he will thoſe, who to ſalve their Conſciences or their Honours, and to recover 
reſ their Prefermwents, would have him upon theſe terms again | | 
> As much as ſomeMen glory in their ſteddineſſe to Principles; which is certainly a very 
Honorable thing, and an excellent degree of Virtue when the Principles are plain and 
| certain 
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There is no doubt, but they (hall have fair Promiſes and "es 
(hill beren:embred hercafter, when there is occaſion. 3 "JN 4 
But ſuppoſe the Merits of the Non - Swearing or For-Swearing Clergy and Laity, * 
who will help forwards another Revolution, ſhould be acknowledged to be very great 
what probability is there, that the Church of England (ſhould fare ever the better for if; 
. when Popiry and Arbitary Power Rand: in che way? palt Experience gives no greF.. - 
Encouragement to hope this. King Lewis was as much obliged to his proteſtant Sulf 
jects of France, 25 it is Poſſible for any King to be; for they ſet the Crown upon bÞ 
Head; and how he has rewarded them, all the world rings of it- . The late King W W 
not much le(s beholden to the Church of England, when they fo vigorouſly oppoſed tt er 
Bill of Excluſion; and how he alſo rewarded them. we all lately ſaw. and felt. Af — 
{hall eroteſtants after this, think ot obliging ſuch Princes by their Merits > They usf. 
derftand better; that Merit is no Proteſtant Doctrine: and that there can be none our H 51 
the Church of Rome. And why ſhould any body expect that which cannot be. Naſt” 
ſhould the late King return again, and be a3 much at the Devotion of his Non⸗ſweatiiſ 15 
Ericnds, as they promiſe themſelves he will be; I very much doubt what the Church CT 
England will gain by this, If we may gueſs at the Spitit of the Party by the bits 
a Teal, which inſpires all their Writings, I can expect nothing from them, but as fierce 
Fer ſecution of the Church of England, as ever it ſuffered from Papiſts or Fanatickt, e {A 
cepting Smithfield Fires: which poſſibly may be exchanged for Tyburn, All who li! 
in the Communion of the Church of England, as nom Eſtabliſhed, are in theit accouf 
and conſtant Language, no better than Hereticks and 8chiſmaticks, and Perjured Ap,“ 
ſtates, much greater Crimes than the Traditores were guilty of, which was the on[h- 
pretence for the Donatiſt Schiſm and Perſecution. They ſcem to comfort themſelvt%% 
under their pteſent Suffering, more with the ſweet hopes of Revenge, than any gtef f 
expectations of future Rewardszthat they ſhall live to ſee the 8 eat 
Apol, for the new Biſhops and Prieſts, the contempt of Princes and People; for if the KA 
Separats. B. of York,; who is particularly named, cannot c ſcape them, I d: 8 
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they will make hut very ſew exception: And is not this a great efF7! 


coure gement to any who have complyed with the preſent Goy-rnment ,.to help. th” 
Men to Power:zguin ? Muſt not the Nobility and Gentry exorct their (hare of VEE 
geance, 4; well as the Clergie And is not the Church of England then in 2. hopeſſ* 
fate, which muſt be purged and reformed into Jacobite Principles, and by 2 ]aco d 
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| 1 = concerning # French Invaßon. . OE 
e e, 
08h fe good is ca be expedited from che return of the late King with a French Power: * He 
POKER reture the lame Man he went, and then Popery and Arbhary Povver mult return 

ib dim: way te we retura much vyorte chan he vyent, breauſe he'm return 

ere aV affal:oÞrance,yvhich [ſuppoſe vvill got mend thec end i of BAgliffüsubjects, 
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[ al of the Teft pens” 6 or 
Jon. ab Corporations? Will they difpute, 
land a>ecove his Ecciyſtaftical Commiſſions ? 
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Monks rea >... 
at. ses the Trielis ch a ju 
to make Proſelytes, while the People ate in a fright, and grown giddy wich (ſuch fre 
quent KeyolutzOns 3 and thoſe, who in the late Reigy,. were the great Advocate of th. 
Ptoteſtant Cauſe, are diſgrac'd at Court,  threatned into ſilence, their Authority wee 
ded , andcheic Perlons reproach'd both by Papiltzand Jacobitez. Number: el Cons, 
vert was their great want before, and the preſi and the pulpit their great hindrance;bug! an 
Jacobites will by natural inftin& learn more Loyalty, and others will betaughy ic ; ng)019i! 
5 ideon once taught the men of Succoth with Briars and Thorns, And there never! 
was ſuch an opportunity ſince the Reformation tor a plentiful Harveſt of Conyerts , aafrOrd 
25 would be like to prove, And who can bear the thoughts of this, who has any An 
:ompalſſion for che Souls of Men, any Zeal for the Church of Exgland, or any conceti ele: 
to preſerve and propagate the true Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt to poſterity er Dan) 
All chis is upon a ſuppoſitioa of the late King's return, which I declare to you I anit not 
not afraid of, though ic is fit to mind thoſe men who are ſo fond of it, what they erf 
may reaſonably expect, if he ſhould return; which poſſibly may abate their zeal in this pivi 
cauſe, and that may prevent the miſchiefs of an attempt; for without a hopeful Conſpi- ure 
racy in England, the French King is too wary to make ſuch an Attempt; V 


But if they have any love to their Countrey, any pity left in them for the lives and bro 
fortunes of Engliſh Proteſtants, I beſeech them to conſider what the Calamities and De- pot 
lolatiom of Civil War will be; for that it muſt end in, if there be an. Invaſion from as fcen 
broad firengthned with a powerful Conſpiracy at home: King William, as [ſaid before, on: 
will not Delert or Abdicate ; for I never heard of a Prince, who had yencured ſo much f o 
t reſcue a Kingdom out of ſo great a danger, that would ſo eafily expoſe i; agais to the ron 
ſame, or a greater danger, And ſurely the late King does no expect he ſhould, for he fret 
knows him too well: So that if they look for ſuch another Revolution, to turn King U 
PPilliam out, as brought him in, they will, in all probability, be miſtaken. - There are efi 
too many Ferſons of, Honour and Fortune engaged in this Cauſe, who know the late lat 
King too well, to take his Word; and were it poſſible to wheedle men of Fortune and 1 nc 
Senſe, the genius and ſpirit of the Nation is againk them: And that which could make uo 
the late Revolution, will probably be able to prevent this» I l 

It muſt then come to Blows if an attempt be made: and the fortune of one Battel may 23 
not decide it; and thoſe who are too young to remember the deſolations which the late | 1 
Civil Wars in England made, let them look into [reland, and ſee to what à heap of rub- . 
* floutiſhing and fruitful Countrey is reduced by being the ſcene of a Three Years Jo 

ar. | „ 

It is made a popular pretence to raiſe diſcontents, and to make people diſaffected ta p 
the preſent Government, that the Taxes for maintaining this Wat ate grown ſo into- & 
lerable, and there is no proſpect of an end of them: Now Imuſt confeſs, that the Taxes |; 
tall very heavy upon fome, and am ſorry that the preſent poffure of our Affairs does re- 
quire it, and that there can be nocafier ways found to ſupply the plain and preſſing ne- d 

ceſſities of the State: But we outzht to confider, that ſtill all this is infisitely eaſiet than þ; 
Popery and Erench Slavery, if we regard only our Eſtates. Tbe Annual exactions of the 


4 


— * Y _ 

Y * 8 — 1 2222 

r : a 
* W << * z E — F "OP" K 8 

— 4 * — — - — . - a 8 

S TIE wy ; c © RET 12 = 8 OT” 0, OS : „ 
"+ 4 R 8 N 1 WE: 0 
e — 8 . 3 # 


hurch of Rome, ( beſides allthe cheating ways their Yrieſs had to get Money, )while. 


fopery" ethe Religion'of Exglend, uſed to be complained of as a National Grievance, 
iignd a heavier Tax upon the Subject, than all the King's R:venues : And if thoſe who 
zjomplain of our Taxes; were but one month in France to ſee the Poverty and Miſery; 
e@hich the French Government has brought upon them, they could come home very 
ell contemted to pay Taxes, and to fight againſt the French ioo. We are Free 8ub- 
As, not Slave; we are taxed by our own Repreſentatives, wha tax themſelves as well 
res u 5 und this not by the Arbitrary Will of the prince · We pry for our own Defence 
ind Preſervarion,ns all people ought to do; and while we do not pay vear ſo much as 
Nur Religion, and Lives, aud Liberties are worth, and ha ve left whete withal to main- 
Hin our lelvet, we have no fuch great reaſon to complain - | 


»> = 


But how heavy ſoever Taxes ate, are they like a Civil War? Like the dread and terrors' 

of an-Bnemics Army, or ol our own? Are they like having our Houſes filled with 
agjoldiers z or which is worſe, burnt or plundered ? Are they like lofing our Friends, our 
erlatbers Husbands, or Children; by whoſe kindneſs or 1:bours we ſubſiſted? in a 
derord, Are they like the Spoyls of Harveſt, or the Deſolation of a whole Countrey ? 
ny| And can we be contented to ſec England again the Seat of War? It ij certain in our 
ture ſent circumſtances it canot be made fo, unleſs we our ſelves pleaſe: France has too 

pany Enemies, to think of Conquering England without fact ions at home; and were 
mt not for them, we need not fear iis united Force; and I hope conſidet ing men, of what 
ey etſwaſioa ſoe ver they be, will not think ic worth the while to ruine theit Countrey by a 
nis ivil War, to purchaſe a French Slavery and Popery; two very dear things, could we 
Sie urchaſe them nc ver fo cheap. | | 

| Whatl have ſaid hitherio, concerns only England; bu: it becomes us to look a little 
ad broad, and confider, hat a fatal Influence a French C onqueſt of England will bave 
e; pon the Affairs of zll Eurdpe · That it is not mere Juſtice and Honour that makes the 
a= french ing eſyouſe the Cauſe of the late Ling James, his Encroachments and Uſurpa- 
re, ons on his Neighbours will witneſs, He has no ſcruples of Conſcience a bout the Rights 
ch)f other Princes; all he can get is bis on. But England was formerly a Friend and 
he onfederate, at leaſt, not an Enemy; and now the Power of England, ( which the 
he french-have never had reaſon to de ſpiſe ( is in the hands of a K ng rho os the Freneh 
ng Ling a good turn, and will not, I hope, die in his debt. This checks bis ambitious 


re lefigns, gives life and ſpirit co the Confederacy , threatens to make him teſtore what he 


ate as taken, and what he keeps by meer force and violence, and to reduce him within his 
ad \ncicnt Bounds, and to the Ancient Conſtitution of the French Government 3 and he 
ke now while King William poſſeſſes the Engliſh Throne, and kee ps up the Confedetacy, 


ay as gotten. 
12 | This makes the French Xing ſo concerned to reFFore the late King James to the Throne 
b- \f England, to get rid of a Formidable Enemy, and to Rtrengthen binſelf with the Allie 
Irs nce of a Powerful Friend; for England will probably turn the ſcales, on which fide ſo - 
ver i- happens to be: And there is no deub:,but the Arms of England muſt be devoted 
to p the ſervice o France, if a French Power ſhould place the late K. in bi Throne again; 
Oe | ler any Engliſh Proteſſ ant, who can think coolly of things, confidet what a malignant. 
tes (pect this would ha ve upon the Liberties of Europe, and on the whole Proteſtant Intere ſt. 
re he Arms or the Money off r. has hitherto been an equal Match, at leaſt for all the Con - 


ee derates: while he has found other employment for the Imperial & Engliſh Forces , but 


an banks be to God, the K. of Engl. & the Engiyh Forces are novy ac It iſute to attend his 
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mult not expect co get much more, and may be in conſtant danger of loſing what he 


Mo- 


1%, 1. - OH Fel i d Fritnd, 
Motions; thoſe Forces which beat him at the Boyn, at Athlone, at Agrim, at Lymeris 
in 2 word, which bez: him out of Ireland, and have now got a habit of beating the French 
And it is no wonder that he is not fond of ſuch company in Flanders, but endeavours 
find ſome new work for them at home. And if he can but ſend them home again, a 
etbroil us in 2 Civil War, that is one great point gained; but if he proves ſucceſſeſul i 
his Attempt, he makes England his own, and will turn their Arms upon the Confe 
derats; and what can them fland ia the way > What ſhould hiader him from being ti 
ſole and abſolute Manarch of the Weſt? And then it is eaſie to read the Fate Proteſtant 


Thus, Sir, 1 have freely cold you, what I apprehend will be the neceſſary and un 


avoidable effects of a Frer.ch Conqueſt; I pretend not to propheſie, nor to demouſtrati 
in ſuch caſes; but what I have ſaid, has all the appearances of probability, all th 
degtees of moral certainty that any thing of this nature can have; and this is the onl) 
Rule in the matters by which wiſe men ate to judgeand act. | | 
And this has appeateda plain and cafie Anſwer to your S:cond Queſtion, what Eu. 
gliſh Subj:cts are bound in Conſcience to do, in caſe the late King ſhould Land in En 


gland with French Forces ro demand his Crown, 
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| Naw there ate two fortof perſons concerned in this queſtion ; 1. Thoſe who has 


not ſworn Allegiance to King William and Queen Mary, but account the late King 
James as much their K ing, as he was when he fat upon the Throne: and that their o 
bligarions to him ate the ſame now that ever they were» 2. Thoſe who have ſworn Al 
leglance to King William and Quꝛen Mary, And there are two parts of this Queſtion 
1. Whether chty are bound in conſcience to aſſiſt the late King, if he return? 2. We 
ther it be lawful for them to oppoſe him, and fight againſt him? | | 

As for the fi:{t part ofthis Queſtion, and as far as it concetra the Non - ſweaters, I (hal 
a3k chem two at three Queſtions, and leave them to anſwer them themſelves. | 

1. The firſt queſtion is, Whether they can think themſelves bound in Conſcience 
upon any ptetence whatever, to fight for Popery again the Proteſtant Faith and Wor! 


ſhip; that is, ( as they muſt conteſſe, if they are Proteſtants) to fight for Hereſie an( 


Idolatry againſt the true Faith and Worſhip of -Chrift ; or to fight for Antichriſt, an 
atainſt Chtiſt? Can any conſideration make this lawful > If nothing can (as1 wi 
venture to take it for granted, that nothing can) then whatever duty they may ane; 
they ſtill owe to their Abdicated Prince, it cannot be their Duty to fight for bim, w 
they cannot fight for him, without fighting againſt Chriſt and his Religion; thoug 
they muſt not fi zht agaioſt theit Prince for Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt in ſuch caſes require 
his Diſciples to ſuffer, not to fight for him; yet it doꝛs not follow, that they mult figh 
for their Prince agaialt Chriſt. to briag a Perſecution upon bis faithful Diſciples, and te 
88 what they can to extirpite the Name and the Religion of Proteſtants out o 
ä rope, . | : ah | | 

Do they think chemfelyes bound in Conſcience to fight for their Prince, againſt thi 
Laws and Liberties of thejc Countiey, 21 well as agnirft che Faith and Worſhip o 
Chriſt? Let the Rights of Princes be never ſo Sacred, have the reſt of mankind no Rights 
but only Pciaces 7 ls there no ſuch thing as Juſtice due to our ſelves, ror to our Fellow! 
Subject; have the Free · born Subjects of England, no Natural, no Legal Rights? Ant 
is there any La Y of God or man, to fight for our Prince, 2gainſt the Laws and Liberti 


of our Couatrey, which are the Meaſures and boundaries of chat Duty vel: ich we 


to Princes d chat is, to fight for our Prince; agzink the rule of out duty and obedience ti 
Princes; when our Pr iuce, and the Laws and L ibert ie: of our Countrey ate on coutrar: 
fides, tho we ſhould grant them, ( according to their own Principles) char we mul 
| *. nc 
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lo Fed. no more than they de iow contider, what will follon,1 Bur ſince he would leave 

* kirGroms, Who could help % 

3 Let me then ank them another queſtion ; Whether they would think theniſelves 

* biundin Conſcience to fight for him, did they verily believe, that if he recoyered hig 

| Throne: he would ub zealoufly promote Popery and Arbicrary Power, -t e did before 

* If they ſay they would not, they hive been at their nen putarenm once alt dy a ſecond 

overſighe A the ſame kind, would be worſe than the firſt; If they ſay they would, 1 rgive 

them over,us profeſſed Enemies to the true Religion, and the Liberties of Mankind; © 
This 1 hope may (atisfy che Non» ſwearers, it they will coolly and ſeriouſſy confider je; 
thax they are not bound in N fight for the late K; nay. that they ate a much 

+ bound in Conſcience not to fight for him, i they are bound not to fig alot the Pro- 

© teftant Religion, and Civil Liberties not only of EAgland, but of all Evi ope, 

218. As for thoſe who have Sworn Allegiance to K. William & . Mary; beſides all the 
former conſiderations, they are under the obligations of an Oach, not to fight againſt 
their preſent Majeſties, whoſe Sworn Subjects & Leigemen they are. For let themex- 
pound Faith & True Allegiance, to as low a ſenſe as poſfibly they can, the leaſt that they 
ever could make of it, is to live quietly & peaceably under their Government; not td ac- 
tempt any thing againſt their Peron, or Crowns; to hold any Correſpondence with, nor 
to give any Aſſiſt ance to their Enemie:; & therefore to countenance a French Inva ſion, or 
to aſſiſt the late K in recovering the Throne, which Their Majeſties ſo well fill, and which 
they have S worn not to diſpoſſeſſe them of, muſt be downright Per jury. If they be fure 

that their Oaths to the late K. ſtill oblige them, that indeed would make void the o- 
bligation of this Second Oath; but thea they muſt b: guilty of Perjury in raking it; and 
by the breaking of it will declare to all the world, that they deliberately; & wilfully per- 
jured themſelves when they took it; & let them remember this, when they take Arms a- 
gain(t Their Majeſties, and let them expect that recompence which they deſerve. 

Thoſe whorook this, only as a Temporary Oath, which obliged them no longer than 
till the late K. ſhould return into Exgland again to demand his Gro wh, are guiley of Per- 
jury. if they 170 it no longer than till they have a promiſing opportunity to break it: For 
this is to mock God, & to deceive the Government by their Oaths: For no man can think 
that the meaning oftheOath was no more but this, I do Promiſe &Swear to beat Faith & 
true Allgiance to k. Wil, & Q. Aary, till Thave Power & Opportunity by the return of K. 
James with a Brench Army, to joyn his Forces, aid to Aﬀiſt him to recover his Throne: 
Thoſe who will take and keep Oiths at this rate, we muſt leave to God : But nothing is 
more pla in and certa in, than chat the New Oath of Allegiance obliges all, who have ta- 
ken it, under the guile of Perjury, atlesR not to fight for the lace King againſt King ile 
lam and Queen Mary. | EE oben 

And here I may very fairly conclude, without entering into any longer diſpute about 
che lawfulnefle of fightivg againſt a Foreign Army, though the late K. were at the Head 
of it; for were thoſe, who ſcruple this, ſatisfyed that they ought not to fight for him, their 
preſent Mjefties have Friends enow; who are very well ſatisfyed to fight againſt him; e- 
ſpecially bringing aloag with him the greateſt Enemies both to the Proteſtant Religon, 
and to the Civil Libercizs, not only of the Engliſh Nation, but of all the Kingdoms and 
States of Europe, France it (elf not excepted. OY 1 

However, this Letter is large enough already, and if I find you deſire further fatisfafti» 4 1 
on in this matter, eſpecially about the late K. James's Declaration, which 18 lately come 
w my hands, you may expect a ſpeedy account of it in a Second Letter, _ K 
0 | EE ©. 1 0 ir, LOUIS, , ZE 
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